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By Drew Pearson 

As Joe Valachi continues to 
recite his bizarre story of un- 
derworld crime, the American 
public continues to wonder 
how the kings 
of the under- 
world can con- 
tinue to rule 
their subjects 
right under 
the noses of 
city police and 
the FBI. 

To illustrate 
one reason 
why, I dug into 
my files to ex- Fearsou 
amine the record of Carlos 
JiJarcello, head of the 'Mafia 
iA New Orleans and one of 
the most notorious yet un- 
scathed criminals in the 
United States. Marcello has 
been protected by the skill of 
a very smart lawyer plus the 
built-in guarantees of the U. S. 
Constitution. 

My files show that bn Oct. 
12, 1950 — 13 years ago this 
week — I wrote about Marcello 
as follows: 

“Real boss of the Mafia in 
Louisiana. He was reported to 
have been picked by Frankie 
Costello at a meeting of the 
New Orleans Black Diamond 
Club in 1947. Known as the 
“little man,” Marcello is the 
No. 1 gangster and racketeer 
in Louisiana . . . has estab- 
lished a virtual monopoly on 
criminal activity in that area 
... tied in wi th I Costello ^and 
Dandy Phil Kastel through 
the Beverly Country Club in 
which he owns 17 per cent. 


“Marcello’s criminal record 
goes back to 1929, when he 
served a year and a day for'a 
marijuana violation. Though 
not a citizen, the immigration 
authorities ruled on Dec. 3, 
1938 that Marcello did not ap- 
pear to be deportable. Yet he 
served 5 years of a 9-to-14 year 
sentence for assault and rob- 
bery, later was granted a full 
pardon by Gov. O. K. Allen, ; 
July 16, 1935. Since his release 
from Atlanta, . Marcello has 
been arrested four times, but 
has instituted such a reign of 
fear in New Orleans that few 
witnesses dare testify against 
him. 

“Marcello’s holdings are 
fabulous and include dozens 
of bars, taverns, garages; also 
the Dixie Coin Machine Co., 
Jefferson Music Co., B. Rob- 
ertson Distributing Co., and 
Fogarty’s News Service.” . 

High Court Says “Out” 

After publication of this col- 
umn, the late Sen. Estes <Ke- 
fauvert included Marcello in 
his crime probe and on Dec. 
30, 1952, the Immigration Serv- 
ice started deportation pro- 
ceedings. The order was issued 
Feb. 20, but Marcello’s smart 
battery of lawyers appealed all 
the way up to the Supreme 
Court. This took three years. 

The Court ruled on May 31 
hat Marcello was deportable, 
'hat, however, was only the 
eginning. The “little man” 
from New Orleans has now 
aken a total of three appeals 
o the Supreme Court. All 
ave gone against him. 


The secret of his delaying he was supposed to have been 
tactics and the, fact that he is born. Alleged birth registra- 
still in the U. S. A. is f .J[ack tion papers had been found in 
Wasserman^ one of the smar^ 'that country. ^ = - 

est immigration attorneys in | But.,^^cenq’^jj5in^^Attot| r 
the business. Wasserman has neys claimed tKe papers’ were^ 
handled the cases of such no- r a forgery, and made f the ' 
torious persons as Frankie charge stick. So Marcello 
Costello arid Nicholas Malaxa, came back to his old stamping 
the Rumanian refugee de- ground— New Orleans, 
scribed by Rep. Jack Shelley The little man has taken the 
(D-Calif.), former Rep. Frank Fifth Amendment 115 times 
Kowalski (D-Conn.) and other before the Kefauver Commit- 
Congressmen as the financial tee and more than 50 times 
backer of the Rumanian Iron before the Senate Rackets 
Guard which began the mas- Committee, 
sacre of Rumanian Jews dur- His record for moral turpi- 
ing the War. Both Costello tude is clear. He has had two 
and Malaxa are still in the criminal convictions. He is not 
United States. >•- a citizen of the United States. 

| After the Supreme Court Yet thanks to the legal 
ruled Marcello deportable in maneuvering of Jack .Wasser- 
1955, Wasserman conceived man, Marcello is still in the 
the brilliant idea of getting an United States 13 years to the 
injunction in the Italian week after my first column 
courts to prevent his return to exposing him. 
that country. Wasserman con- This is one answer to the 
tended that Marcello was not public’s bewilderment regard- 
an Italian citizen. in S the ability of the under- 

S world to continue its opera- 

13 Years of Delay tions inside the U. S. A. 

Italy then withdrew his r 

passport, and the Justice de- 
partment had to begin a new 
round of legal rnotions. Simul- 
taneously, Marcello’s smart 
battery of lawyers, led by 
Wasserman, filed a new round 
of motions, claiming that the 
New Orleans gangster would 
be persecuted if he went back 
to Italy. 

I Finally in 1959, the Immi- 
gration Service, fed up with 
the legal maneuverings, flew 
“the little man” without a! 
country to j Guatemala ^ where I 


